ELLEN  TERRY
CHAPTER  I
BIRTH  AND   BIRTHPLACE
THE dramatic associations of "that shire which we the heart of England well may call," to use the phrase of Michael Drayton, are incomparably splendid by reason of the birth of Shakespeare within the borders. But side by side with this overwhelming name, we find that more than one of the Elizabethan worthies of Warwickshire were considerable figures in the theatrical life of their day. On the I7th of May, 1603, it is recorded that a company including, amongst others, William Shakespeare, Laurence Fletcher, Richard Burbage, Augustine Phillips, William Sly, Robert Armyn, Richard Cowlye, John Hemmings,